F-1-78 C. 1890
Manassas J. Grove House

Lime Kiln

Private

The Manassas J. Grove House, a large two story slate gable roofed
white brick residence with Victorian Gothic windows and impressive
six panel door with elliptical fanlight and decorative leader
glass side lights is one of two large houses in the community of
Lime Kiln.

The house was associated with Manassas Grove, the Frederick County
entrepreneur who started the Lime Company, M. J. Grove and Son, and
still operates a business in the vicinity.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The M. J. Grove House is a large two story gable rocfed white brick
residence laid in common bond which faces east from the west side of
Route 85 in Lime Kiln.

The principle facade of the building is five bays wide. The main
entrance, a six panel door with elliptical fanlight and decorative
leader glass side lights, is located in the third bay. Victorian
arched windows are located in the third bay on the second level.

A one story frame porch with dentiled frieze and turned columns extends
across the first level. The porch, which was once open, has been
enclosed with glass.

Extending from the front of the roof is a center gable with shingle
work, dentiled cornice and narrow twin 1/1 windows with diagonal top
lights. Similar shingle work covers the north and south gables of the
building. A three bayed turret with finial is located in the southeast
corner of the building.

A rear original two story brick addition extends three bays to the rear
of the main block of the residence. A two story modern porch has been
added to the south side of this addition.

The slate gable roof is attached to the residence by a boxed cornice
with dentiled frieze. The entire structure is built on a low random
stone foundation.

Two whitewashed interior brick chimneys rise from the roof of the
structure straddling the south and west gables.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

In 1864, Manassas Grove purchased a large piece of land in the vicinity
of Lime Kiln.

According to Williams', History of Frederick County, "he removed to
Lime Kiln then an insignificant village from which only fifty-two
passengers had taken the train during the year previous, now a town of
three hundred inhabitants from which the railroad carries an average of
over ten thousand passengers per annum. Immediately, on his removal,
Mr. Grove began manufacturing lime, and associated with himself his
son, William J. Grove, under the firm name of M. J. Grove and Son."l

The exact construction date of the house is unknown however, in 1901,
when Grove wrote his will he gave to his wife, Josephine, "my dwelling
house situated at Lime Kiln together with the outbuildings in connection
therewith and so much of the land adjoining as may be used for garden
purposes."2

The Manassas J. Grove House and William J. Grove Houses are the two
most substantial residences in the area.

Williams, p. 1186.

Frederick County Probate Records, Liber WBC 1; Folio 364.
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.
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